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In Living Under FLY 
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Scandalous Miniſter, 


Honoured Sir , 


Muſt needs acknowledge that Yours is indeed a moſt 
ſweet and. pleaſant Seat , but there isthis inward al- 
lay = you ſay).co that outward. Felicity , that yo 

lot is caſt under a Scandalous Miniſter , your £g%s, is 
Darkneſs, your Salt hath hoſt its Savour, and your Trxce 
of Life 1s guarded (as you complain) by an evil Angel. 
And now what courſe 1s to be taken? What muſt youdo 
for your Souls health? This makes your dwelling Me- 
Jhec and your otherwiſe moſt delightful Habitation , as 
among the Tents of Kedar. I 
A 2 


(4) 
I could heartily wiſh you had asked my Opinion in a 

morepleaſing SubjeR, and that you had commanded me 

toſpeak in a Cauſe wherein I might have more hopes of 
being heard, inſtead of this which is furrrounded with 

almolt @vincible prejudices. However, to comply with 

your importunity , I ſhall make bold to offer ſome few 

things in Anſwer to the Queſtion propounded by you- 

1. It his Life be Notorious, make it yet more fo by 
complaint ; let his D:oceſan know it, to it that 
the Church IR upon him. The Lawsare not 
ſo weak nor yetitheir Adminiſtrationfo :yethiſs , but 
they witf cafe you-and themſelves of ſuch a rotten Mem- 
ber ; "they will with-draw the fewel to his exorbitances , 
by ſuſpending the Profits , and diſable him from all pubs 
lick taking Gods Word into his mouth, who hateth to 
be reform'd by ſuſpenſion from his Office: Nor need you 
be afraid of ſodoing, for all good Men will approve and 
applaug this your moſt Pious Zeal they will thank and 
=_ Fd yau-for-it, and wilt even concur with you 

he doing of it. Whereas it is on the other hand a great 
failing , that all the Neighbourhood almoſt will agree 
to tellche ſtory of ſuch a Miniſters miſcarriages and ſins 
to one another, and indeed in all Companies ; but few 
or none have the courage or faithfutneſs to report it to 
ſuch as may and would remedy it. What ſhall they be- 
come Informers? As if that were a worſe name then Wb: 
perers or Backbiters.Shalltheypeal upon their Miniſters ? 

| Fes exrtainly, t1is would'be the greater Charity; yea, 
-+rhis might prove a Charity indeed ; for this might wound 
his Soul im order to hiscure,while the other only wounds 
* his good Name incurably ; this may be a means to Re- 
form tim , whilſt the other ſerves only to blaſt his Re- 
- putation,” and perhaps hardens him in his fin ; this An- 
:ſwers { the ends of Diſcipline , and rotesthe guilt from 
your 


('s') 
your ſelvesand the Church , whilſt the other doth but 
gratific ſome naughty vile affeQion in your ſelves and e- 
thers: In a word, this makes for the glory of God, the 
other only to your Miniſters defamation and diſcredit. 
Provided your Proof be plain, and there appear no De- 
ſign but what is good and honeſt at the bottom, 1 dare 
ſay, that ſuch as preſide in the Government , will both 
right and thank you. | 
2. Butif your Miniſters failings be only now and then, 
a being meerly over-zatesn with a fault , and comes un- 
der the head of fins of infirmity ; methinks love might 
cover them, and a ſpiris of meekneſs might by degrees 
cure them ; foft Words might melt his heart ; and good 
Exhortations proceeding from fincere. and unfeigned at- 
feQion, joyned with your own pregnant Example,might 
gain him to God, and make him your Convert inſtead 
of your becoming his. Are we commanded to exer- 
ciſe this point of ity to every Brother, and not toour 
Miniſter ? Or dowe judge or conculde bimleſs ſenſible of 
our affection and tenderneſs, than a rude and illiterate 
Neighbour ? Or is he the only Man in all the Pariſh to be 
defpaired of, whom no ſweetneſs canoblige, and no 
warnings work'upon ? | Sir, Give me leave to tell you , 
that till-this like method be eflayed;} and that more than 
once or twice, to win him, you havenot diſcharged your 
Duty to God or to him. Perhaps he'is not ſo bad as he 
is painted, report may have wronged him, you know 
this Age is caſe to believe any thing that makes againſt 
the Miniſtry in general; ſome ſtudy'to find or to'makes 
faults where indeed there are none, others lay Tempta- 
tions in their way purpoſely to make them fall, thinking 
by becoming privy to their failings, to make them fear 
to havertke greater awe upon them , or to render them 
more pliant to all cheir politick ſecular Ends and Deſigns ; 
at 
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at leaſt to juſtifie their own ſins by making them of the 
Company ; or to ſilence the naiſe of their own guilty 
Conſciences , and ſalve their crazed Reputations, by ap» 
pearing zealous for God and (360dne(s, an crying as 
as they canagainitthetmn. - Bektles Miniſters tell rhe Peo» 
ple of their faults ,_ andit isa [kind of plcafing revenge 
to ſome to find fault with them again. Nor muſt | for- 
get their taking Tyth,which you know1a: this Sacrilegi 
ous Age 15 a-moſt onghrdetablectime, and a ſcandal fuf- 
fcient;that a Miniſter is a Gentleman and Rich, he 
behaves himſelf like a Man, and will-not & his 
face or cifeminate his voice to humor a Party; \who 
though they ſpoke ' « Miniſter - never fo holy, and 
never fo powerful both in Life and Dodrine , yet 
he forfeits all by keeping a Coach , or being made a 
Biſhop ; which by the way , is a ſtrange confutation of 
that ſo much approved Dodtrine-of never falling from 
Theſe Sir, are ſome of your own Obſervations in 
Diſcoarſe berwixt you and L, and how oftenihavel heard 
ou. ſay what Notice you bave taken of ſome chief and 
Leadi Men 1n their Countrey, who have ſcemed never 
more delighted , at Market or ſuch like publick Meetings, 
ther when they have fallen upon the Subject of reviling 
the Miniftry ? That Man being always the moſt welcome 
Companion , who could expoſe any of them moſt. Re- 
na 7 Ibeſcech you with what regret you have be- 
wailed this thing tome , - as-a moſt unchriſtian and vn- 
ſeemly Behaviour, as an infallible ſign of a moſt ulcerat- 
ed rotten heart, and theeffects of dire&t direful Atheiſm, 
void of all regard to God whofe Miniſters they are , and 
void of common Civility or Chriſtian Charity, which 
ſhould teach them to hide, rather than with Solomons 
Character of a Fool, 'to make 4 meck of /in. 1 am fuily 
confident God will one day judge theſe jolly Men 3 
earneſt, 
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carnch, for all thatpaſtime they make of their poor Mini. 
ſers infirmities, which arc indeed rather nel ae Humi- 
tiarion and Mourning to-Men , who are any whit under 
the ſenſe and power of fmcere godfinefs. I had not called 
theſe Paſſages ro your memory at this preſent, was it not 
that-T'am ing jealous fot you , left any PraQtices 
of yours ſhould give any countenanceor encouragement, 
ro Heh as ſet themſelves thus in the ſeat of tbe ſcorm- 
fak | 


z. Rutlct it be granted, that your Miniſter is indeed 

ſcandalous : Yet this in my ton will” not warrant 

ou, in your deſigned e of leaving his Mini- 
F 


. For, 
1. Sitice you are fo- much offended and grieved with 
the Errors of his finful' life, there is the leſs danger of 
infe@ion, or g any harm to your ſelf, by what 
you obferve and cenfure in him, Your Souls health I am 
perſwaded, will never be impaired by thaſe fins,, which 
your Sel ubtiorrerh : * OQuibne mal Font unione , 
aan er bo malt diſplacent , 
eds etiendare' nor pofſunt, Hou fattis torum ſed Altari 
Ehrifti Communicant. Auguſtin, Epiſt. 162. 
- 2, Since you ſiy that your Minſter is nevertheleſs a 
very excellent Preacher, which is riots thing impoſſible ; 
} conceive:yout Wiſdom and Duty is to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the gogdandthe bad, ro pat a difference betwixt __ 
his Dorine and his Life; for Grfts and Grace you know 
Sir are two different things, and a Man may have Gifts 
for the edificarion of others, and yet want Grace for him- 
ſelf. St »frv'l am furemakes avaſt difference be- 
twixt the viſible Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments, 
and the inviſible Grace of God, in his Controverſy with 
the Dawatifts in rhis very Argument, as you ſhall ſee 
anon. Andon Matt.-23: Idro andiantur(faith he) 9tili- 
ter, 
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ter, qui etiamutiliter non agunt,” - And St. .Payl ſup- 
poſeth that a Man may be a Preacher unto others, and 
yet become a Caamey himſelf, 1 Corc9..27: | We read 
in the Goſpel Fax anfaichful and unjuſt Steward ſet 0- 
ver the Houſhold, Pp Aris further plain from. Zut. g, 
that Judas was ſe and. commiſſioned with the -xeft 
of Chriſts Diſciples. "Its holy Spirit chargeth- the Bi. 
ſhops of ſeveral of - the Churches of Aſa , with ſun- 
ns Aga _ = = and KS: them 

ita, the .g t, Angets , of: their. r 
Churches , —_ z. - MW 2>Chop. L- Par | 
ſelf tells us Mat. 7. 


hows ag, and done many Wwon- 
derfab From'whigh.it is, plain that 
a x lavelr$r ps TRA extraordinary gifts for the 
Work of the Miniſtry , for ye the edifying of the Body of 
Chriſt: les ar, perſons, ſuch as Hochery _ = Ste 
mon, Canes He and Feſepry com all aloog is 
the Co of Rover Jews , ſe 
Rulers ew, Ky a. - to {lay the Prophets, - and to kill 
thoſe that were ſent untothem Abby God. Yea we find 
our Saviour, and his, oftles frequently in the Temple , 
attending upon the. Miniſtratign of the High Prieſts on 
their Solema F ſts, 0 " h generally in thoſe days they 
cams into their , were very bad Men 
and not Salifofavth as the © how of Moſes required. We read 
likewiſe that it was the manner of our Saviour Chriſt, to 
enrer_ into the Synagogue. ev ws Sabbath day';' to-hear 
the Scribes and. Phariſees read and ;cx the Law, 
whoſe wicked lives he neycrtheleſs moſt vehemently in- 

veighs againſt upon all occaſions, You ſhall further. 
more find our Bleſſed Lord, beſides his own Example and, 
Pracice, to give DireRions to his Diſciples and the nw 
titude, 
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titude, in the very Caſe whiekis before us, Mat.2}. r, 
2, 3. ſayings The S$cribes and Phariſces ſit in Moſes's bis 
Seat ; all therefore (mark that) whatſoever they bid you 
_—_ that. obſerve and do; but do not ye aſter their 

orks, for they ſay and do not. What, hear theſe 
whom thou haſt denounced ſo many bitter woes a- 
gainſt, even woe upon - woe ,in this very Chaptor ? 
What the Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites , thoſe 
blind Guides, whited Sepulchers; Graves that appear 
not 7 That bind heavy burdens and grievous to be ; nr 
and lay them upon | other Mens (boulders, but they' 
themſebves will no} move them with one of their fin- 
gers; that but wp the Kingdom of Heaven againſt 
Men, that neither go in themſelves, nor ſuffer them 
that are entring to go in ; that devour Widows How 
ſes, and for a pretence make long Prayers, &c. What, 
ſhall we rhat are thy Diſciples, and can hear ſuch a 
Heavenly Preacher as thou art , who ſpeakeft as never. 
Man (pake , go to hear ſuch wretches as theſe? Yes, 
faith Chriſt, They /it in Moſes's Chair, have the 
ſtamp of publick Warrant and Authority, therefore 
hear them : St. __— brings this Text of our Savi- 
our , to prove the ſame Queſtion I am about, and 
to the ſame purpoſe. LZazrus enim qui vult bene vis 
vere, cum attenderit Clericum malum, quid dicit? 
Dominus dixit : Que dicunt facite, que faciunt facere 
nolite. Ambulabo viam Domini , . non ſequar iftius 
mores ; audiam ab itlo, non verba ipſius ſed Dei. 
Sequar Deum, ſequatur ille cupiditatems ſuam. Auguſtin: 
in Johan. c. 10. . Modo ea que ad Cathedram pertinent 
refta precipiant , ſaith St. Hierom.Vult autem Dominis 
hunc ordinem Divinitus eſſe conflitutum , ac protnde au 
diendam eſſe veritatem, etiam ex ore mercenariorum 
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hypocritarum doftorim ; fo the Learned Mr. Beza upon 
the Text. Whereas the Prieſts were ſometimes [imple , 
and ſometimes wicked Men, leſt any ſhould deſpiſe the 
Ordinance of God for theif unworthineſs, the promiſe «s 
made by God, Numb. 6. 27. And they ſhall put my Name 
upon the Children of Iirael, and T will bleſs thers , faith 
Mr. Amſworth, Expoſitors all (all that ever I faw at 
leaſt) agree in this matter. I might alſo to ſtrengthen this, 
add the COPS the Ancient and other Modern 
Churches, but I ſhall content my ſelf with tranſcribi 
the 26th Article of the Church'of England,ſaying, Alt 
in the viſible Church, the evil be ever mingled with the 
good , and ſometimes the evil have chief Authority in 
the Minifftration of the Word and Sacraments : ' Tet, - 
as much as they da not the ſame in their own Name, but 
in Chrifts ; and do Miniſter by his Commiſſion and Au- 
thority , we wſe their Minifiry both in hearing the Word 
God, and in receiving the Sacraments : Neither is 
tbe effeft of Chriſis Ordinances taken away by their wick- 
edweſs , nor __—_— of God's gifts diminiſhed, from ſuch 
as by faith, and rightly do recerve the Sacraments mini« 
fired unto them, which are ; args becauſe of Chrifts 
inſtitution and promiſe ; although they be miniftred by 
evil Men. To this Do@rine do all the beſt Reformed 
Churches agree, witneſs the Harmony of their Confe(+ 
ſions: The contrary, unto which is the Doctrine of the 
Papiſts, and Anabaptiits, and Browniſts , and Fami- 
ly of Love , with ſome others only of the moſt extra- 
vagant of the Diſlenting Parties, from the preſent e- 
ſtabliſhment. Our Lord Chrift acknowledgeth the 
power even of P:iJate over himſelf, and faith, It was 
given him from above. 


it 
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If he'be indeed your lawful Miniſter , ſeat by them 
in Authority , and ſo ſettled by the Laws of ithe Land 
( as | know he is) this 1s interpretatively the Will of 
God , and your Duty ſeems ro me to be plainly chalk- 
ed out by the Holy Apoſtle ; Heb. 13. 17. Obey them 
that have the Rule over you , and ſubmit your ſebves + 
for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give 
account , that they "nay: do it with jay and not with 
grief ; for that swunprofit able for you. So alſo 1 Theſ. 
. Iz, 13. And we beſrech you} Brethrew, to know 
nk ch Yabour ' vyeu', ' and. are" over you in 
the "nk — Care Mor ons voves 
| £4 ar 'P | wor x” '"y I b 
my A Let the. Elders that ' rul#' | well bv counted 
— of double Honour , eſpecially rey who Labour 
is the Word ' and Dofrive > But if ill , honour 
them nevertheleſs ' as Rulers 5 not -only+ in point of 
Maintenance , but Eſteem , for ſo I conceive we may 
infer from the Text; Honour: them for Gods fake, 
as ſer over you in the Lord z for their Work fake , as 
Watching for your Souls ; for rheir CharaQer ſake, as 
Elders and Rulers; for their Doom ſake, that they 
may be able to make #heir Account with joy, and not 
GOT: and for y6ur.own ſake, leſt the -eontrary 
Practice fable for you. For the Ordinances are 
Gods, their Efficacy is from God, and your Service 
hereinis done to God, on pprpoſe to confound all glory- 
ing m Man. St. Paw ſpeaks of fome that preached Chreſt 
out of emxvy ,, with p to add Aﬀeiftion to hu bonds ; 
Phil. r.15,16,17,Gc.(who therefore muſt certainly be very 
bad men ) yet ſince Chrift was preached, he therem 
did vejoyce, yea, and would rejoyce. You do not think 
that the Morning and Evening Sacrifices under the 
Law were to be negleRted, becauſe of the ſinfulneſs of 
B. 2 Elies 
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Elies Sons , or that their wickedneſs gave warrant to 
the people to abhor the Offerings of the Lord. St. Paul 
taxeth I Corinthians, for manifold Enormities and 
Sins in 'the receiving of the Lords Supper. 'And. it is 
not unlikely, but the' Miniſters might ſhare too much 
with the People in thoſe failings which were fo pre- 
vailing and general; yet all his Arguments tend to the 
better qualifying themſelves to become more worthy 
Receivers :' but by no means inthe leaſt to the exem 
ting them from that moſt neceſſary and moſt indiſpenſible 
Duty. I know you will ay, you plead not to be excuſed 
from the Ordinances, but only for a liberty to hear ſome 
body elſe, - But'ther, Sir', «what becomes of that mu- 
mr Relation betwixt.a Paſtor-and his People, and of 
that mutual Obligation of Duty of each towards 0- 
ther ?| How ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? faith 
- Payl, And how. ſhall they preach without Hearers? 
ay Il. | TS - 
But. you will again ſay , That ſome body will hear 
him if you donot; to which 1 reply , If your Princi- 
le be good and true , they oughtnot; and if the reſt 
Follow your Example , who area leading Man in the Pa- 
riſh, they will not. | 
Whence it follows , that the People are at liberty to 

go to whom and where they liſt, while the ſame Man, 
as you and 1 have known , ſhall leave the Church of 
England to goto the Preſsyterians, from thence to 
the Independants , thence tothe Anabaptifis, ' next to 
the ters, and at laſtcaſt off all regard to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, So true is that ſaying, That Toleration in 
one Age # pr a in the next, if not in the very ſame ; 
or that , That the firſt ſtep 10 Apoſtacy u the forſaking 
of Publick Aſemblies. 


Conſider- 
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- Conſideriog all which, I am confident, all the worſt of 
Inconveniences from a Miniſter thatis a bad Liver and 
yet teacheth well,. are not worthy to be put in the 
Ballance with thoſe ſad and diſmal ones above-named, 
to which more might be added. 

But , Sir , Iam further to beſeech you to weigh ſeri- 
ouſly and without \gagnnne theſe —_—— Conſidera- 
tions , with reſpe& to the publick as well as to your 
ſelf. 

1. That 'upon this yery ſame Principle, that you 
think of leaving your Paſtor upon and his Communion, 
viz. Becauſe he is a wicked fintul Liver ; did Dowatus 
found ' that lamentable and woful Schiſm , which did 
create ſo much diſturbance and miſery to the Church 
of Chriſt in St. Auguſtine's time, and a long time after, 
I had almoſt ſaid ever ſince. And as it began in a fad 
Schiſm , and was accompanied with manifold grievous 
Hereſies in- the Church ; ſoit went on with Commo- 
tions and Rebellioos in the State : Doratus and his Fa- 
Rion , as they grew in power , denying Obedience and 
Conformity to the Publick Laws, upon the account 
that they were. made and adminiſtred by wicked 


Men. 
_ I would undertake for the truth of this ſad Example 
in each particular , if I thought that you either knew 
it not, or were ſo hardy as to deny it, But we need 
not look back ſo far, for it was this: very Principle, 
which firſt ſer on foot , and after brought to paſs thoſe 
Barbarities, Outrages, and bloody Executions in Ger- 
many of later days. And in truth, that Dorine 
which blew the Trumper to our lamentable and unhap- 
py Commotions here in England, both in Church and 
State, | For Firſt, they began (as you well know ) ro 
traduce the Bi/ops and whole Clergy 5 moſt ſinful and 
wicked 
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wicked Men , calling them Idol, Idle Shepherds ; dumb 
Dogs ; ſwearing, drunken, unclean Price Incaruate 
Devils , Cogging, Cozening Knaves ; Deſperate , for- 
mal Atheiſts ; Robbers, Wobves, &c. for the fad Truth 
of all which with a great deal more, I need only to 
turn o to their publick Sermons, Libels, and Centuries 
which are now in Print , and ſome of which , even the 
moſt inveRive, have been lately re-printed. 

Next , for the good King and his Government in the 
State; His Secred Majefty King Charles the Firſt was 
ſo ſenſible of the like hard $ es and Prints, as he 
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atty 

Thus this Principle hatched up the Covenant for Re. 
formation and more pure Religion , as was pretended, 
and that fed and maintained that long and bloody Civix 
War , which ended in the Ruin of X7wg and Laws, Re- 
hgion and Church,fora time, I had not revived the me- 
mory of theſe ſaid Traths , hadiit not been necellary to 
ſhew you what bad uſe deſigning Men make of this bad 
Principle; how under the appearance of Zealagainſt Sin 
and Jealoufie for God and his Glory , it carries them to 
all violation of Sacred Duty, and expoſeth all Perſons 
and Things that are Sacred, to all ſorts of moſt ungod- 
ly. Outrages and Villanies ; ſo eaſe a thing is it to find 
Gals, and make Offender s,when partiality and preju- 
dice 
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dice come to fit upon the Bench , God help the Inno” 
cenr. | 

Donatus and his Party , after his Example, refuſed 
Communion with Ceci/:zanss then Brſbop of Carthage , 
becauſe he was as they ſaid a Traditor (z. e. had in times 
of Perſecution delivered up the Bible to be burnt) deny- 
ing therefore to hear him , or to receive the Sa» 
craments at his hands. But when after a full hearing 
before Conflantine the Great , together with a great 


num ber of Bi for that ſe aſſembled , he was 
| — , and declared guiltleſs ; then 
5 and his Faction ſaid, he had been ordained by 
Felix who was a Traditor ; therefore his Ordination 
was null and void , and this is made guilt enough to 
juſtifie their defeQion. | 
| Pope Hildebrand Decreed and Commanded , That no 
| man ſbould bear Maſs from the mouth of a Prieft that 
had a _ 

The Rbemſis further fay , That the — Here- 

| ticks (and fo they term all Proteſtants) muſt not be heard 
though they preach the Truth ; their Prayers and Sa 
craments are not acceptable to God , but are the how- 
| lings of Wobves. 
And our Modern Diſſenters will teach you, That if 
a Miniſter conform to the Laws of the Church, and read 
| the Common Prayer, he is alſo not to be heard, or the 
| Sacraments received from him. 

At this rate, Sir, who is Innocent ? Whither will you 
go? Whoſhall be your Paſtor? Or will you have none ? 
At this rate you may ſeparate and ſeparate from all the 
Churches, and from all the Men in the World, till you 
come to abhor your own dear ſe/f; for what Man is 
there that lives and is not a great Sinner ? And ſure I 
am , you would be loth that your Wife, and Children, 

ang 
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and Servants ſhould rebound this Argument upon you , 
and plead Exemption from their known reſpeftive Dau- 
ties, upon the pretence that you are a ſinful Man: for 
if you rightly conſider it , the dint of. the Argument 
will hold good againſt Paremts and Maſters of Families, 
as well as againſt Magiſtrates and Miniſters, and then 
farewe! all Order and Government in the World; 

No, Sir, Government -1s a Sacred thing , and an Or- 
dinance of God , and ſo are Governours as ſuch , what- 
ſoever they are in-their private, perſonal capacity. And 
was I to giveaccount in ſhort, © of that ſhameful diſo- 
bedience and ſtubborneſs in Children ; that perverſeneſs, 
ſelf-will, and unfaithfulneſs in Servants, generally com- 
plained of by Parents and Maſters of Families at this 
day , I ſhould aſcribe it tothe want of that reverence 
and regard , which God Rs from us, towards them 
that Rule over us both} in Church and State, Men may 
read their Sin in their Puniſhment, while their Con- 
ſciences will tell them, that they are but paid in their 
own kind, meaſure for meaſure ;; and that they have 
furniſhed their Children and- Servants with Proofs and 
Examples againſt themſelves. 

2+ Next tothe publick Security , I muſt offer to you 
the Conſideration of your private peace, which is in 
danger to be loſt by ſuch-raſh defiance to your Mini- 
ſer. 

For the Laws are on his ſide, as long as he performs 
his Duty according as they have Enacted ; and if he be 
either a man of Stomach, or ſhall think himfelf bound 
to put the Laws in force againſt you, this will make 
your life uneaſieto you , will ſowre your temper other- 
wiſe never ſo ſweet ; will ruffle your Spirit , ſtir up- all 


your paſſions, and at-laſt provoke you moſt inſenlibly, * 
to 


(17) 
to ſome Indecencies againit him both in Word and 
Deed. 


And let me tell you, Sir, you will certainly find it x 
moſt uncomfortable thing to live at variance with your 
Paſtor, @ vexation like to that which the Wiſe Man 
calls a Contrnual Dropping. Beſides that, it will 
rily prejudice you againſt all his Do@rines,though never 
ſo ſound and good , as often as you ſhall hear him. my 
it is necellary the Word be —_— m_ meekue 
elſe it will never ou, fince m_—_ . ag 
not work the o_—_— confeſs of -»y le prejudice 
you againſt his Perſon, prejudice you againſt his very 
Name and Mention ; itwill fo every way prejudice the 

reſent healthtal Conſtitution of your own Soul , as in- 
head of Cure, you will u fall into thoſe Dif- 
caſes which you ſeak to to ſay _—_ ene 
of what hazard your Eſta ray run in « Caſe 
nearly co Red ihe for in my moſt 
thoughts, 1 rather you ad. in 
Station , as pleaſant as it cad 
brahams Faith , ſeek a Land X22 
from God, thanlive where you do Prom inec/wich! your 
Miniſter , which hath neicher Promiſe nor Bleſſing be- 
longing to it, 


3- It is alſo matter of diſcredit in the Eye of the 
World : for men are not yet ſo wholly devoid of all re- 
ſpe to God , but they will in Heart bear ſonie ſecret 
regard to their Miniſter for Gods ſake, and to his Office, 
for either love or fear of Laws and Government under 
which he ſerveth, 


Theſe things have a great awe over the Minds ind 
Coalſciences of M:n, and _ ſuch a ſtrange unac- 


( 18. ) 
countable ſway with them , as you muſt. be a Man of 
extraordinary Credit and Influence , not to ſay Conkhi® 
dence, to think to over-bear them. Such hath been the 
conſtant Reverence , and” ſo 'great , which the meer 
light- of Nature. bath taught the worſt-of Heathens to 
ſhew and expreſs. towards the Minifters of their 1dol 
gods 3 which is certainly. much rather. due to ſuch as 
miniſter at: the Altar of the only Great and True God. 
Fear the Lord withall thy Soul (ſaith the Son- of - Syrac, 
Eccleſiaſticus 7. 29.) and reverence his Prieſts. Fear 
the Lox4, and Honour the Prieſt ; ver. 30. It isalſoa 
Wiſe Rule: which the fame Author lays down Cbap. 
19, v. 8, 9. Saying', Whether it be to a friend or for, 
talk not 'of | other Mens lever \, and if thou canſt with. 
out offeyte, reveal them not, for he beard and 06- 
ſerutd-thee , and when time cometh, he will hate 
thee. When St. Pax had unadvifedly revile1 Ananias 
that moſt corrapt and. wicked High Prieſt , he corrects 
himſelf, fayiog ; 1 wift not, Bretbrew, that he was the 

gb prieſt ; for it « torittew , Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil 
ofthe Ruler of thy people ; AQts 23. 4, 5. 


4« 1,might alſo. preſs the conſider ation of that ill uſe 
which elia mpre ignorant or more wicked in your Town 
and Neighbourhood would make of your Example , to 
wander at large like Sheep wit hout a Shepherd ; or to 
ſtay-at-home and go no where, or to keepthe Sabbath 
at 5he'Tavern or Ale-houſe!, 'inſtead of Feaſhing together 
a»;he Table of che Lord : together with thoſe fad cone 
ſequitnoes:to,ypur own Family, while you it may be 
po-one way: and.your Wife ahother, and your Chil- 
dren and Servants pretend to Worſhip each and all of 
them in a way by themſelves; to the gradual ruin of 
all;Pcate and Plety. in your Family, in the room of in. 

t rua 


XUM 


( 19) 
tual Edification and Comfort. But 1 know a word 


to the Wiſe is ſufficient, and | am «minded to bave 
done. 


Wherefore, Sir, were I worthy to be liſtened to , 1 
would adviſe you ſhould abide in the Station whgrein 
God hath gue you, fitting down with quiet and 
thankfulneſs under the aſe of ſuch 'means as his gra- 
cious Providence hath afforded: you ; 'doing your own 
Duty toGod, - in « conſtant diligenr Attendance upon 
his publick Ordinances , and to your lawful Miniſter 
for the ſake of God. You may countenance him. in 
his Office , and yet diſtourage tuo in his Sins. * The 
worſe he'is ,-pray the more forhim , and talk leſs a- 

inſthim , but rake more pains with him to recover 

im ; and if —_ will-do, wait with patience till 
God put you under ſome milder and more comfortable 
Difpenſation ; by removing ' him one 'way or other 
from amongſt you, and ſending you a better in his place. 
Which thing1 am confident God will do for you in his 
good time, if he ſee you thus to deny your ſelf, in 
meer obedience to him , by caſting your ſelf and cauſe 
upon him , and wholly referring ic tro him; free fro 
all indire@ projets and praQtices of your own, which 
may argue your being diſlatisfied with the preſent 
proviſion which he hath made. 


In the mean while, if you edifice by your Miniſter in 
nothing elſe, this exerciſe of Faith, and Patience, and 
Meekneſs, and Love, and Unity, and Uniformity , 
will become far better Evidence of your real Edifi- 
cation and growth in Grace , than any you will be able 
to produce in the contrary courſe, For whoever they 

p4 
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be that miniſter to ps Luſts or Paſſions, or 


conſiſted in a certain delight which they took , in 
repeating. and proclaiming other Mens vices ; 


envy and ſiriſe « , le, Jam. 7.16. 
there « a and every evil work; as alſo that 
this. ſort of 3 is from benegth, even earthly, 


ſenſual, deviliſh , v- 15.) 


Becaauſe | fore-ſee. and know the Conſequences of 
theſe things, both in reference to th publick , and 
your private Peace, to the reading the Church and 
your own Soul aſunder, I am therefore concerned to 
warn you againſt every thing that hath but a neceſ- 
ſary appearance or tendency thereunto, as much as 
againſt all inclinations or tendencies to Drunkenneſs, 
or Adultery , or Stealing, or Forfwearing your ſelf , 
and the like. 


For a Concluſion, Let me remind you of the Ad- 
vice of the Bleſſed St. Paul to the Corimthians in 
the like Caſe, where: one was for Paul , anotber 
for Apollo, and another for Cephas, and all were 

in 
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in that reſpeR, and therefore carnal) ſaying, 1 haze 


in a Figure jransſerred theſe things, to my ſelf and 


to Apollo for yoar ſakes ; that ye might kearu in us 
not 1 hen aa pn nt __— 5s ue 
no one of you be puſt up for one againſs anotber : &= 
fore tet no Man glory in Men: 4 


5 ( 
Lines of an Epiſtle) did I not fear you might fancy 
I had ſome Deſign in writing fome of theſe at- leaſt, 
to make an Apology for the finfulneſs of Miniſters 
Lives, which God forbid z and my comfort is, that you 
know me better. But leſt avy may hereafter beeome 
privy to theſe Fopere, who may be inclined by 1n- 
hacelt, Party, or Prejudice, to Judge fo hardly ; 1 
think ny -) Clin add, that I abhor all 
Debauchery a ineſs in Man , but moſt 
of all in a Minifter, who hath ſolemnly Conſe 
crated, -not only his mouth , but his whole Self, 
Soul and Body unto God ; ſo that to deſecrate or 
unhallow either , is an high point of Sacriledge againſt 
God, and « moſt grievous Scandal tothe World ; while 
all good Men are efflited to feeit, and all bad Men 
are hardned in their wicked Courſes by it. While 
the poor wretch in all his Preachings playeth but the 
Orator againſt himſelf, and cach good Sermon which 
he makes, is buta freſh Inditement of his old wicked 
life, No, no, I wiſh from my heart, that every Mini- 
ſter in his reſpeQive place, was as St. Paul for his 
Converſation in Heaven, and an Apollos for his Eloquence 
in the Pulpit; that he was furniſhed with both a 
Mouth and Wiſdome, which Gain-ſayers were not a- 
ble to contradia: I mean in few words, that he was 


him- 
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himſelf a hving Word. This would: be a means to heal 
our. diviſions, and make up thoſe breaches amongſt 
us, which the fins of both Preachers and Hearers keep 
open ; and in Gods good time help to make us of one 
beart and of. one mind, Amen. 


Though my. own ſad' Obſervation for the 'preſent , 
gives me to ſee that as yet this alone will' not do it ; 
For as -rhuch as it is too too manifeſt and plain, that 
in ſuch places. where the Miniſters live every way ex- 
empty and blameleſs, and are found, laborious , and 
faithful in their Preaching ; yet even in thoſe places 
the. Breaches are kept open , and the Separation conti- 
nued.; Whence 1 cannot but conclude there is ſomething 
elſe at the bottom , beſides the pretence to Religion 
and Reformation , which keeps men from their Duty , 
and at 'that diſtance one from. the other : But the 
making Men «of one mind in an Houſe , as well as the 
working effefual grace in Mans heart ,' is a Diſpenſa- 
tion beyond the reach and power 'of Man, and indeed 
is. the only Prerogative of God , who ſeemms to me to 
have reſerved this ſo great a Bleſſing, and ſo much 
to; be deſired, for another World ; or ſome 'other Age 
of this: In the :mean time-it is a great comfort that 
yeu-and Ihave got thus far on our Journey, toward 
our longed for reſt, in ſo 'much Proſperity and Peace, 
free and ſecure from all thoſe amazing, ſtaggering 
temptations - of: the Primitive Chriſtians; under 'the 
good Providence of God , and gracious ProteCtion 
and Sun-ſhine of mild, and moſt merciful Gover- 
nours, whom-God of his - goodneſs yet preſerve , 
notwithſtanding all our frowardneſs and unthankful. 


£ - neſs; 
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neſs. That I may make good the Argument my ſub- 
je& Matter exaQs from me, The lawfulneſs of attending 
on the Miniſtry of a vicious and ſcandalous Clergy Man , 
I ſhall endeavour to give an Account of, and SatisfaRion 
in theſe Two particulars. 


- » What conſtitutes, and is neceſſary to a lawful Mi- 
niſter. 

2. Whether ſuppoſing him Vicious and Scandalous, 
it can either null his Office , or take away the Vertue, 
Efficacy,and Succeſs of his Miniſtration ; and it | ſhould 
prove it cannot do either of theſe, the Argument will 
hold good. 

1. | ſhall give yu: a juſt Account of a lawful Mini- 
ſter, we ſuppoſe him a Perſon learned and accompliſh» 
ed with Arts and Sciences, one that hath taken ſome 
Degrees, and by conſequence performed the Fxerciſes 
required by the Statutes of the Colledge and Uni- 
verſity he related to, and that came from thence 
with a ſufficient reputation for Learning and Mora- 
lity ; then had given ro him at his leaving that place 
of his Education, a Teſtimonial concerning his improv- 
ment in Learning and other Endowments ; thus recom- 
mended either by Perſons of Integrity and known Con- 
du@ in the Coledge, or aferwacts by thoſe Clergy Men 
in or near the place of his future Reſidence, concering 
their knowledge of his Learning and Ability, deſigning 
the Office of a Deacon, he is after ſtrict Examination 
(as Pratiſed by my Lord of London, and thoſe by him 
choſen for ſo important a work) 1 wiſh the like care had 
been taken by other Dyoceſans; he is 1 ſay ordain- 
ed, and upon trial and hopes of his daily Progreſs in the 
ſtudy of rhe Scriptures, and giving himſelf ro Prayer 
and Reading, admitted a Canditate for the honourable 
Calling of the Miniſtry - tothe Cure of Souls. Now 


before 
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before we proceed , I demand if ſuch a Perſon Joes 
not anſwer the things teſtified, and CharaQer given 
on his behalf, whether the By/hop deſerves any Cenſure, 
or they that were forward to venture their Reputation , 
and expoſe their Judgment by a raſh and undue Sub- 
ſcription, to what in their Conſciences they had rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe the Truth of : And perhaps in the common 
Vogue and Opinion of many, who were better acquaint- 
ed, and more antimately converſant with him , _ the No-» 
vice could not deſerve, or had he his merit,have preſum. 
ed to obtain. And here I might juſtly caution thoſe of 
good cſteem and dignity in the Church, not to be per. 
{waded by others,or obliged by any importunate Friend, 
or warm Solicitations , to certifice- or ſpeak in the behalf 
ot any Scholar , of whom they have no particular know- 
ledge, but comes re-commended by ſome Relation , 
great Perſon , or Acquaintance at the ſecond or third 
hand , and ſo perhaps crept into their little and flender 
Notice: How too common,and confirmed by ſad inſtances, 
this Practice hath been, is ſufficiently known : But that 
I am concerned at preſent todo, is to ſhew you not ſo 
much the care , that is and ought be uſed to prevent an 
illiterate and immoral Perſon from entring into Orders, 
and being capable of taking on him the cure of Souls , 
but rather to let you know, what are the Qualificati- 
ons that conſtitute a Miniſter , and what your Behaviour 
towards ſuch a one mult be ? 

His Office in the Church, is derived from Chriſt, who 
is Head and King of the Body and Society, by him choſen 
and deſigned to maintain his Truth, and keep up Order 
and Goverament amongſt each Member ; and this 
Sacred and Divine Inſtitution of a Miniſtry ; and ſuch a 
Society bear relation one to another, and by leſſening 


and taking away one, we ſubvert and deſtroy the other. 
And 
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And I wiſh to God that all Chriſtian People, much 
more they: that undertake to miniſter at Gods Altar , 
and ſerve in ſo honourable and important a Calling, 
were in offenſive and really holy, and thereby an Or- 
nament to their Religion and Calling. I know many can 
ſee our Actions, and are witnelles of our Converſations, 
and may be either filent or convincd by the goodneſs 
of both, that either do not mind or underſtand our 
Dodrine and Diſcourſes: And however looſe and ex- 
travagant they themſelves are, yet they expe (as juſt- 
ly they may ) a conformity.in our lives tothe Rules and 
Precepts we recommend to- others ; therefore I am fo 
far from thinking a good and vertuous lite not neceſſary 
to aMiniſter,that | know St.Paw/labours much to enforce 
it in his Epiſt. to T;zwotby : But the Queſtion before us 
is this, in caſe the Guide and Condu@or of Souls is defici- 
ent and negligent in the government of himſelf if it may 
zjaſtihe my declining todo my Duty,and non-attendance 
on his Miniſtry, is therefore LI find to conſtitute a 
true and lawful Miniſtry, Two Things ere requiſite. 

1. Preaching wholſome and ſound Dodrine. 

2. Due and right Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. 

I may add a Third, His folemn and publick Praying for 
the People, without which we can hope for little benefir 
from the other, | 
. 1, He muſtteach and inſtruQ the People,. and be apt 
and ready in ſo doing; one that is able to explain and 
give the ſenſe of Scripture, and toduly apply it ; not 
only inform the Judgment, but work upon, raiſe aad 
warm the Afﬀections, though that is the:mein and chief, 
yet this is a neceflary and conſequential work: And for 
both theſe, a Man of a careleſs and looſe life may be 
(as ſome | have heard of) ſufficiently qualified, and he 
may ſhew another-the right + _ a place, and warmly 
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excite his care and progreſs, warn him of miſtake and 
wandrings,dangers and difficulties ; © I may add demon- 
rate the pleaſure and advantage of chooſing ir, and-per- 
ſevering, that moves not one ſtep himſelf ; and he may 
hereby be of great Uſe, and do much Service to another, 
both by direction and encouragment , that is too remils 
and careleſs of theſe things himſelf, as St. Paa/exhorts the 
Miniſter to take heed to his Dodtrine, ſo ſhould the hearers 
eſpecially mind the Matter and Importance of the things 
ſpoken , and in Gods Name delivered. Now if (Sir,)your 
Miniſter ſtudies and delivers Truth, and hath Commiſ- 
ſion and Authoriry for ſo doing, and'is able in Scripture, 
Knowledge, and Rational Demonſtration, and you are, 
as you pretend, deſirous to know , and a Lover of the 
Truth, why ſhould you not without a prejudic'd and 
ſquemiſh. Appetite , receive and entertain good ani] 
wholeſom Counſel , tho not given by a hand or mouth 
of your own.chooſing. This St, Paut calls mums #1 
** <atdee rightly dividing the Word of Truth ; and our 
Saviour giving every one his dimenſum in due Seaſon ; 
is it not poſſible and ordinary for Men to haye great mea- 
ſures an degrees of Reaſon. An excellent way of Argu- 
ing, and ſtrong inſinuation and perſwaſion, - and other 
acquired and natural Abilities , that are not indued and 
tin@tured with a Heavenly lmprefſion and Divine Grace? 
And ifwhat.is delivered and re-comended to you, is agree- 
able to Gods Word, and apt to.confirm and improve 
your knowledge and faith, to take you off from a 
miſtake and.error you have fallen into and imbibed, to 
dire& you to ſteer by a better Compaſs, and dire&t 
your courſe into ways more ſafe and pleaſant : If your 
Miniſter takes careto inform your Juigment, and fur- 
niſh your Mind. with ſubſtantial Truth, and direQs 
you by well doing , toadorn your Maſter and Religion, 

and 
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and ſecure peace and happineſs to your Soul: Andall this 
he may do (however failing in an Examplary Piety ) Why 
may not you bleſs God for giving him ſuch good Parrs 
and degrees of Knowlecige, which you may really make 
an advantage to your ſeif telf of,and not repine and quar- 
rel at his neglet of that which I confeſs would. be of 
much more advantageto him, but I think cannot trend 
ſo immediately to your good : If your Prieſts Lips 
preſerve and impart knowledge, you are obliged to 
ſeek and receive it thence ; if he tels us it is ('and we 
find it the Word and Writing of God ) and dictated by 
his Spirit, we muſt attend and obey. Men are but the 
hand and inſtruments by which it is delivered down,and 
conveyed to our underſtanding and obedience, thro ecar- 
then and brittle, and ſometimes in unclean and polut- 
ed Velſels, the Heavenly Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom 
and Knowledge may be tranſmitted to us; and if this is 
one part of the Miniſterial Work and Office, and that an 
jill Man may attain an excellency, and be uſeful ro the 
Church of God in ; and Inſtruction and Edification in 
Truth and Righteouſneſs are every private Chriſtians 
Duty , and main Work, as to this part , you may 
fatisfie your ſelf in hearing ſuch a Perſon, for you keep 
in your proper ſtation, and under means by God appoint- 
ed; therefore may expeR a bleſſing and ſucgefs in thus 

doin 
Rt part of the Miniſterial Office, is a due and 
right Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. I would have 
you conſider whether there. is any. thing requiſite in 
the Admiriſtration of either. Baptiſme or the Lords 
Supper, as to matter, or form and manner, that cannot 
be performed — Chrſts inſtirution , by a Scan» 
dalous and Looſe Perſon if otherwiſe impowered and 
qualified ; for we miſtake and lefſen both the _— 
and. 
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and vertue of a Sacrament, if we think the efficacy 
and influence of the Adminiſtration, or benefit of the 
receptive Party,depends on the Perſon officiating : doubt- 
leſs 'tis the grace and ſpirit of God, co-operating 
and concurring with theſe external Offices, that gives a 
bleſſing and ſucceſs tro them. Paul may plant, and 
Apollo water , but God giveth the increaſe, fays the 
moſt eminent, faithful and diligent Apoft/e. A due ob- 
ſervance of the rule and method of our Saviour preſcribed 
is the Miniſters care and duty ; and the Biſhops are par- 
ticularly to inſpe& their punQual obſervation of them, 
But a Miniſter as ſuck hath a-Right and Charge, not on- 
ly to Preach the Word,but of conſecrating the Elements, 
and ſeparating things before common , for the ſignifi- 
cation and obſ{ignation of heavenly and ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings: But the efficacy and donation belong to, and 
isthe peculiar prerogative of the Founder and King , 
that ordained and appointed: theſe outward means and 
ioſtraments for ſo great and ſacred Purpoſes ; and all 
that he does or can pretend to, is as an inſtrumental and 
ſabſervieotCaufe,underChriſt the great ſupream and ſole 
original and efficient cauſe of all divine grace and vertue. 
The Word by the Miniſter taught, may bring a fooliſh 
and vunthinking tritfle, to: ſober, and ſerious thoughts; 
thoſe may, if cheriſht and follewed, work & reatand mo- 
ral change , and make the Man tive and a& more con- 
ſiſtently with himſelf ; bring him to improve and exer- 
ciſe his reaſon and faculties,, mind the beſt things , by 
degrees ſlight and diſcard his looſe: and idle Compant- 
ons ; and ſhall we ſay all this (tho much of it might be) 
was an effeQ of the bare Preaching the Word, and the 
ſinners making a betrer uſe of his Reaſon and noble 
Faculties, than formerly he had done , an41 not rather 
from Gods bleſling and afliſtanceattending and. working 
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by thoſe means; and in like manner, that Baptiſme when 
duly adminiſtred,is a means of inward regeneration, and 
waſhing awav the pollution derived from the Parent on 
the infants Soul, tho it may and does work as a Sacra- 
ment ought, and as faras in reaſon it can do, yet the 
Author both of that Inſtirution and its Efhcacy, as to ity 
end, is God, and from him alone; and if fo, then af» 
though God expects apt and ſuitable in{truments,yetl ſup- 
poſe the unſitneſs and indecorum of thoſe,cannort obſtruct 
and prevent Gods working and effecting his end ;: if ſo, 
the Caſe of many Infants was very deplorable. While 
an unclean hand ſprinkles the Water , and an impure 
mouth declares the torm of Baptiſm, the ſpirit and power 
of Chriſt may inwardly regenerate and purifie the In- 
fant, and form the divine Nature and 2 good Difpoſition 
in the mind, and hereby they become actual Members of 
the Churck of Chriſt. They have righttro the Promiſes 
of forgiveneſs of fins , and by the Holy Ghoſt, are the a- 
dopted Children of God , and are viſibly figned and ſeal- 
ed for ſuch, and implanted into Chriſts Body. Andour 
Church in the 26th Article, declares her mind fully to 
this purpoſe, Although in the viſible Church the evil 
be mingled with the good , and ſometime the evil have 
chief Authority in the Miniſtration of the Word and $a- 
craments,yet for as much as they do not the ſame intheir 
own Name, but in Chriſts, and do'Miniſter by his Com» 
miſſion and Authority , we may uſe their Miniſtry Loth 
in hearing the Word of God, and in receiving of the 
Sacraments ; - neither (to our purpoſe) is the effect of 
Chriſts Ordinance taken away by their wickedneſs , nor 
the grace of Gods gifts diminiſhed from ſuch as by faith 
and rightly do receive the Sacraments miniſtred unto 
them; which be effectual, becauſe ot Chriſts inſtitution 


and promiſe , although they be miniſtred by evil Men. 
50 
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So you ſce however uncouth and improbable my Aſerti- 
on ſeems, yet it is not only the Opinion , but Do- 
ctrine- of our Church I am vindicating; and to con- 
chude, the Sacraments are good, and may do the receiver 
good, andgive him inward peace andcomfort ; tho he 
that adminiſters remain bad, and no real advantage re- 
dounds to his own Soul. 


This I could further make good from' the Conſider- 
ation of , 

1. That common and true ſaying amongſt you, V:=. 
That God is not tyed up, or limited to means, though 
I find both in the old and new Teftament he diredts to, 
and obliges Men, the ſtrit and puncrual obſervation of 
his Inſtitutions; if it were (however improbable the Mart- 
ter commanded may ſeem to be to attain the end ) left to 
Mans liberty, either ro comply with, or ommit what we 
have poſitive command , for then in time Mans fancy and 
ſentiments, their inclination, cuſtoms and intereſt, how- 
ever different and many times contrary , would govern 
their Adreilesto God, and become either an inſtance or 
part of divine Worſhip, which is abſur'd. 

Becauſe 1+ This would be a derogation to,and impeach» 
ment of divine Wiſdom, which hath not only required the 
worſhip and homage of Mankind, but directed them in the 
apteſt and moſt becoming way of applying themſelves to 
him.And I think nothing can be more reaſonable confider- 
ing eſpeciallyhow ſtrangely miftaken and benighted thoſe 
have been, to whom God hath not vouchſafed a Revelati- 
on of his Will? . What groſs and palpable Errors they 
have fallen into? And what vacious and unbecoming 
Ways and Artifices they have made uſe of , to propitiate 
and atone the divine Majeſty ? What amaze and huricane 
they have been bewilded in. I ſay, theſe fatal and in- 
evitable mischiets, and infinitely more attending thoſe 


who 
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who are deſtitute of divine Revelation being conſidered» - 
it would refle& on the wildom and goodneſs 'of God , 
to leave Men in a matter of ſo great moment,to chooſe and 
a@ at random-and uncertainties, one in this way and 
manner, and another in that, and few-agreeing in che 
method of their Adoration, or being able ro give -any 
tollerable Reaſon of what they do ; but are meerly led 
by Fancy, Humour, Intereſt or Education , or which is as 
uacertain and. idle, the Tradition and Practice of their 
Fore-fathers ; all which demonſtrate the neceſſity of Gods 
direQing Men tothe means and method of their Devotion. 

2. It would alfo rend to great confuſion and diſorder 
in Divine Worſhip, and there would be 'as:many pretend- 
ed Religipns as there are Sects and prevailing Parties in 
the World, and moſt would create, for an inſtance of Dis 
vine Worſhip, either an 1dol of their own hearts, or the 
operation and of their own hands, and fall down 
before it ; and ſuch a variety and innumerable ways of 
paying Divine Homage conſidored , and the heat and fie- 
ry of Men for their own way and opinion allowed , 
infinite deſtraction, if not ſubverſion, of Civil Order and 
Government muſt be the Product. Now God being the 
Author of Order and not Confufien', and as another A- 
poftle ſays, Where envying and ftrife is, there is confuſi- 
o#, or tumults and unquietneſs, and every evil Work. it 
hence isclear and evident for prevention of theſe incon- 
veniences and miſchiefs, that its very neceſſary that Al 
mighty God, for the order and ſecurity of Humane Socie- 
ties and ſupport of Government, ſhould direct Men, not 
only in the matter and end, bur manner of Religious 
Worſhip, and preſcribe how we ought acceptably to ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to him : Now having ſhewed the ne- 
ceſſiry, and therefore maintained the repuration of all 
inſtances of Worſhip of Divine Order and inſtitution, and 


by conſequence our obligation ro obſerve and adhere to 
E 


them, 
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* them, it"will be reaſosable to'put theſe three things toge« 


ther : 1. That Almighty God in his working on the minds 
of Men, is not tyed up to means ; yet 2. Thoſe by bim 
preſcribed , do bind and oblige our conſtant uſe and at- 
tendance, not only a5-an act of our fealty and obedience, 
which as Creatures and Dependants. we owe to God , 
but from the abſurdity of the contrary ſuppoſition and 
practice., as 1, Its aderogation to, and wapeachment 
of the Wiſdom of God ; and as 2+ It would-intraduce 
great confuſion and duforder both in Church and State, 
in Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Government, and in time 
ſubvert both. - Now the Caſe as to Recciving #he holy 
Sacrament from a:Vicious, and in your Qpinion,Scanda- 
lous Perfon, ſtands thus,and from what:l have-premiſed, 
the plain-inference-muft be this, You: aeknawledging 
that God who can by the prerogative of bis grace, dy 
ſpeoce benefits without , and no way ſtands, in. need of 
means ,/ wiuniy to accompliſh the deſigned ept , yet 
heving appointed apt, and proper means, and promiſed a 
Bleſiing to the prudent and conſtant aticodance.onthem, 
every Perſon which rationally expeRy the -bengfies pro- 
miſed at th2 Sacrament, ſtands-indiſpenſably obliged. to 
the uſe and improvemenit of thoſe appointed: Methods and 
inſtruments ;\ tor as Alenſs faith, the Miniſter is por. Do- 
minus, ſed Di (penſator Sqcramenteramhe atsnot by bis 
own Commiſhon and. Authority, but in ſubordination to 
the holy Jeſus, and as a Steward of the Myſterics of God ; 
for if the Sacraments operated bazely :agconding; to the 
worthineſs and intention of -the Perſon giving, and not 
rather as the Perſon receiving is prepared and diſpoled , 
the be of Chriſtians mighr be defeated of the end and 
advantage of the Sacrament: beeguſe:as he \admits to 
the holy Table, fo he abſolves and gives the Seal of the 
Covenant conditicnally and miniſterially; and thor [ 


may give what ſatisfaftion may reaſcnably be expeRed 
in 
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in ons ſhall give you che dlerivus conſideration - 
of theſe Three following Partieulerayc,; ins; r 1 
1+ Shew you fromthe nawre of this Sdexament of the 
. Lords Supper; that a Man aot {© fit and qualified as you 
deſire, and the Church of which he is a. Miniſter requires 
her Canons and Gonſtitution,, yes; cannot render this 
divige and haavenly; taRitunion and-Foaſh ineffectual to 
you: » $Y11Sd 21fft by «\ CEEDPAr 
2. From the Perfen thatadminigers.: ':, | 
: 1 3« The care and direction of the; Church for the choice 
of fit ndrdeſerving Penfons 40 minifter inc holy rhings , 
«ad upon chic propt of thair Lopſe, gnd Scandaloss Lives, 
for removing ' ard 'ſulpending hem from that holy 
Functian.: , | 3 8+ | | 
1. Whatis the:Nature of the holy Supper 2 1s't not re- 
quiſite to:tell you it was ordained-andanſtiruted by the 
Lord Jeſus, both by poſitive Com gad Right, ', and: 
alſo as a promiſe and tender of ſpiritual good tothe Soul 
of the Communicani. As to the former, its implied and 
tho impott:of thoſe words of Qur Saviour , which, the Per- 
| PAheryife indiſpoled ) 
may perform and imitate, Zatey {8H driv4 yer 2th of thu 
(as its in the holy Goſpel.) This is5he Mandatory part and 
warrant for our ſo-doing, ,. the Promiſory is contained in 
thofe words, :7bia 55 my Body which xpas given for you, 
5615 Cup a2: ihr, H3htod of she New Teſtament, which was 
Vord for many for he rewst{ion of fins. . And we have be- 
fades thete ," ther Example of our Lord, He took Bread, 
bleſſed it and broke it,and alſo the Cup,and ſaid, 7Þis is my 
\Body which was hiroben, and my Blood which was ſbed for 
yo#. 'This was thefaarad uſe 4nd end of this hoty and bleſ- 
ſeq Sacrament. ,, and tobe thus adminiſtred as a remem- 
brance of Chriſts, death and conveyance of - the benefits 
obtained by it rq theWprlds end: Now this being oof divine 
appoinement ,  iatended! to convey ſpiritual good , and 
| E 2 g1Ve 
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give us a viſible Sign and Seal of that inward and ſpiritual 
grace,hath a relation according to the nature of Seals, ro 
a certain Promiſe gr Covenant ſupoſed to-be made be- 
tween God and the Perſons communicating , and may im- 
ply the mutual conſent of both Parties-For at this time we 
come of our part'to6 ratifie and renew -our Baptiſmal pro- 
miſe, and 'in the 'very'aQof — folemnly reſign 
and dedicate our ſelves to God: and this being often re- 


peated, it does ſtrike @ greater ſenſe and awe of God , and 
makesa d im upon the mind of the Receiver ; 
and he that hank his thoughts thus raiſed to, and fext u 

, and 1s ſenſible of , nr Frometantr © 


on the Holy Jeſus 
end and deſign of his ſufferings , will find entertainment 
and delight enough to take away all leſſer , and to him 
—— which he _ be ſuppoſed as little 
ilty as able\to prevent; ' But 1 need not 1ay more as to 
the acramewt ic felt.” | 
2, Let's alſo confider the Peyſos that hath power and 
right of Adminifration , He muſt be, and fo you account 
[orfully, end by Ppiſbojul power ondateed , and when 
a , and by Epi power , "and 'w 
ordained , ini an eſpecial manner devored to and employ. 
ed in divine and ſacred concerns, to mind and atiend the 
good of Souls ; And therefore. they are peculiarly ftiled 
the Servants of -God, as in # more immediatemanger and 
eminent degree to wait and attend on him,ro- manage and 
be diligent in a work of higheſt importance rothe good of 
the World ; and-be the happy Inſtruments of procuring 
by their Prayers , -and diſpenſing the greateſt Bleſſings 
Men are capable of : Therefore they are juſtly honoured 


-with this Noble CharaRer, The Miniſters of Chriſt. Hence 


faith' St Paul, Let 3 Man (that is) every Man acconmt of 
"ws as of the Miniſtrrs of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 
feries of God, Such who are by God appointed to ſerve 


in his immediare-preſcace , and offer daily Sacrifices of 
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Praiſe and Thankſgiving to him , who are for the [aſtra- 
Rion' and Edification of the Church , to ſeaſon and pol 
ſeſs the minds of People with true notions of God and his 
Worſhip , to offer Prayers for the People, and in his Name 
to bleſs them. Now, however unfit or unprepared, we may 
judge him that miniſters,yet let me ask you, whether while 
he obſerves and k fe tothe manner uſed by our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles in adminiſtring , we may not do 
what becomes us, in the time of actual receiving the boly 
Sacrament ? The leaſt that we can judge, is that at this 
time, he cither is or a to be very grave and ſerious. 
Iffo, as certainly phy rk his right wits can be other-. 
wiſe , laying then aſide all prejudice and uncharitablere- 
fletions on your Miniſter, tell me, if 1. When you 
ſee and hear him conſecrate the Elements by Prayer and 
iving , and ſeparating them from ordinary to ho- 
you excellent Purpoſes, does or may not that Aftion 
emnly performed, fill your mind with ſuch proper and 
divine Meditations ? Docs not this teach me how | ſhould 
be devoted to my God, and have a pure and clean heart , 
«mind free from guile and hypocricy , from all contagion 
and pollution ? I that now am approached to this holy 
Table, how ought { to cleanſe and puriftie my Soul and 
Body, and at this time offer up both, not only as a reaſon- 
able bur holy Sacrifice tomy Lord and Saviour, and while 
the Miniſter doth his Dury and Office in Conſecrating the 
Bread and Wine, let me by fervent Prayer and humble 
thankfulneſs,devorte, and give up my ſelf to God. Shall all 
that I ſee be pure and appropiate to God, and [ either un- 
clean or eſtranged,and at a diſtance from him? Should not I 
come clean and pure to ſo divine a Feaft, and with a clean 
heart and fſanctified affections receive the holy Jeſas, 
and bid him welcome to my SouP And you then only make 
the Sacrament beneficial toyou , when your Meditation 
onits holy Author, does raiſe and excite, quicken and ad- 
vance 
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vance your prime facultics , and fix them intirely on him, 
that's fo ſincerely loved, as to lay down his life for you. 
2.When'you (ee the Bread broken and Wine poured out, 
then from having ill and prejudic'd thoughts of your Mi- 
niſter,turn your prejudice and keeneſt dilpleaſure againſt 
thoſe Vices and Paſſions you find too rife and roms io 
you ; be ſenſible of your rebellions and affronts , 
of your unkindneſs and ingratitude, towards your deat 
a, dying Lord and Saviour; your contemprt and breach of 
his Zaws, your deſpiſitg his graceand love, in thus being 


broken , ſmitten and wounded for your Tranſgreſlioas : 


Cenſure, condemn , _ and be ſevere againſt your Perſonal 
Miſcarriages : See the deformity and demerir of your ſins, 
in the broken and bleeding Body and Wounds of your Sv. 
our. Was his Body bruiſed and broken to let out his Blood 
to atone for my fins,and ſhall not I this day refle& on ther 
with a melting and contrite Spirit , and offer up, which is 
the beſt oblation, a broken and relenting , &« truly pert 
tent and troubled mind , which God will not deſpiſe; and 
_ with firong Cries and importunate Prayers, for par- 

on, mercy and ſalvation. Theſe and many 'more good 
thoughts, the very ations. of the Miniffer , however 
faulty in himſelf , may occafion and produce in that pr& 
pared mind at the Lords Table, And to Conclude, 

' 3. Let me convince you of the care and direRion of our 
Church, for making choice of ſober, diſcreet anid well-di 
ſpoſed Perſ6ns, Men of Parts, good Learning, and inoE- 
fenſive Converſations. 

When any are preſented to the Biſhop to be ordained , 
his Lordſhip gives this ſtri&t and weighty charge to his 
Chaplain or Perſon preſenting, Take heed that the Perſons 
whom ye preſent unto us, be apt and meet for their Learr- 
ing and godly Converſation, to Exerciſe their Miniſtry du- 
ly to the. honour of God and the edifying of his Church ; 
after which the Ordination being publick , the Beſtop: de- 
ires 
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fires or challenges the whole Congregation to inſpeR the 
Canditates, and whether they know any Impediment or 
notorious Crime in any Perſon preſented for Ordination , 
forthe which they are unworthy that Office, let them 
come forth in the Name of God and declare the Crime or 
Impediment. After this the Biſhop, whoſe Power and 
Prayers we cannot but judge valid , and many times ſuc- 
ceſsful, with the whole Cy ray to this eff: 
and in theſe w ards : Almighty God behold theſe thy Ser- 
vants now call'd to this Office and Adminiſtration, reple- 
niſh them ſo with the truth of thy Doctrine, and adorn 
them with innocenc does "= both by > and good 
Example,they may taithfully ferye in this Office, tothe 
glary of ny Fm, and the edification of thy Church. 1 
may add that ſolemn and [ſacred Vow and Promiſe made 
in the preſence of God,and before many Witneſſes , that 
the ordained Perſon will apply himſelf with all diligence 
to frame and faſhion his own life and the lives of his Fa, 
mily,according to the DofFrins of Chriſft,and ſo make both 
himſelf and them as much as in him lies, good or wholſom 

| es of the Flock of Chrift : Nay, the Perſon admitted 
to full and Priefs Orders,farther promiſes at his Ordina- 
tion ;" he will be diligent in Prayers and in reading 
the holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Studies as help to the 
knowledge of the ſame ; laying afide the Study of the 

World and the Fleſv. And not only publick, but every Per- 
ſans ſecret and private Prayers, are deſired in the time of- 
Ocdination on the behalf of the Man admitted tothis great 
and dreadful work. Now if you, for to this end | give 
you an account of theſethings, I ſay, if you would (when 
your Miniſter fails in, or lives contrary to his Duty and 
umportant Concern) ſerioully and prudently intreat him 
to reflect on the 02th of God upon him to be ſtrict, ſober, 
grave, and inoffenſive in his Converſation; might it nor 
in time, if he hath any ingenuity and ſenſe of his 

own 
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ewn or others S:/vation,be a means to re-claim him, and 
thereby more capable of anſwering the great Deſign and 
end of his holy Calling : Nay, to Wenes thoſe thar think 
our Church either countenances or tollerates Vicious and 
Debauch'd Clergy Men, | refer you to the 75, Cannon of 
Conſtitution of our Church, Which is this, 

No Ecclefeaftical Perſons ſhall at any time,cther then for 
their honeſt neceſlities,reſort to Taverns or Ale-houſes,nei+ 
ther ſhall they Board or Lodge in any ſuch places : They 
ſhall not give themſelves to any ſervile or baſe Labour,or 
ro Drinking or Riot , ſpending their time idly by day or 
night, Playing at Dice,Cards or Tables, or any other un- 
lawful Games : But at all times convenient, they ſhall hear 
or read ſomewhat of the holy Ser;ptures, or ſhall vecu 
themſelves with ſome other honeſt Study or Exerciſe ; 
ways doing the things which ſhall appertain to Y, 
and endeavouring to profit the Church of God; havingal- 
ways in mind that they ought to excel all others in purity 


of life, and ſhould beExamples to thePeople to live well and 
Chriſtianly underpain of EccleſiaſticalCenſures,to be inflict- 
ed with ſeverity according to the qualities of their offences. 
Nowl hope [have given you not only ſufficient ſatisfation 
in this you Caſe,but alſo I truſt you know that theChurch 


of England is heartily affeQed with , and aſhamed of the 
irregular aod unbecoming lives of any of her Members » 
but its Jike a Dagger from the hand of a Child at the heare 
of the.tendereR and beſt of Mothers, for any that by rheir 
Place and Office are to reprove, ſhame and condemn the 
Debaucheries of others, to ſee or hear of any of her Chil- 
dren thusnot only conforming to the corrupt manner and 
looſeneſs of others, but coldly and faintly, if at all, com- 
mending a ſober,godly and righteous life,althothe matrer 
of their daily Confeſſion and Prayer. 11 add no more but 
this,that they are a few, and thoſe that in time I hope will 
ſee the folly, and reform and better their —wakney ven 
that live diſorderly. 
£& 2M 


